
Negaunee Township  
Board Meeting 

January 13, 2022 
Call to Order            
Pledge of Allegiance         
Approval of Consent Agenda 
 a. Previous Meeting Minutes 
 b. Bills & Claims       
Approval of Agenda  
PUBLIC COMMENT 
PRESENTATION:  
 
1. Old Business 
 a. Negaunee Public Library Funding  
 b. _________________________________________________________________ 
 c _________________________________________________________________ 
  
2.  New Business 

a. Marihuana Police Power Ordinance  
 b. Office Closure Policy 
 c. Sheriff’s Department Contract 
 d. Open Meetings Act 
 e. _________________________________________________________________ 
 f. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Reports            

a. Community Center Board  h. Treasurer 
b.  Recreation Committee  i. Supervisor’s Report & Project Updates 

 c. Fire Dept    j. Roads 
 d. Water Dept   k. Advisory Trail Committee 
 e. Clerk     l. Personnel Committee 

f. Manager            m. Emergency Management Coordinator 
 g. Assessor     
              
4.  Correspondence 
 a. _________________________________________________________________ 
 b. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
5. Informational Items  
 a. 2021 Year in Review: Iron Ore Heritage Trail 
 b. _________________________________________________________________ 
 3. _________________________________________________________________ 
   
6. Board Member Comments 
7.  Adjournment 
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Negaunee Township Regular Board Meeting –  December 9,  2021 

Call to Order 

Gary Wommer, Township Supervisor, called the in-person meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the Pledge 
of Allegiance followed by a Roll Call vote. 
 
Board members in attendance included:  Kathy Carlson, Thyra Karlstrom, Patrick Moyle, Rachel 
Sertich and Gary Wommer 
 
Excused Absence: None 
 
Also in Attendance: Nick Leach, Township Manager; Andy Hall, Water Supervisor; Jeff Kontio, Fire 
Chief; Cameron Fuess, Township Assessor and Al Reynold, Planning Commission Chairperson. 

Consent Agenda 
 

Upon motion of  Patrick Moyle, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, the Consent Agenda was approved.  
Motion Carried. 
 

• Minutes of the regular Township Board meeting held on November 11, 2021.    

• Clerks Bills and Claims (November, 2021): 

Account Item Numbers 
GF Pooled Checks 4383-4437 

• Direct Deposit Payroll DD 871-902 
• EFT Items EFT 232, 237, 239-242 
• Electronic (E) 386, 391-398, 408 

Tax Checks 2466-2471 

Water Checks 8753-8768 
• Electronic (E) 120-124                       

TOTAL: $   197,128.26 

 
Regular Agenda 
 
Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Rachel Sertich, the regular Agenda as presented was 
approved.  Motion Carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Robert and Valentyna Anderson, Magnetic Street in Marquette, MI, along with Jeffrey Towner, 3 Pine 
Run in Negaunee Township,  addressed the Board regarding citizens efforts to make voting easier in the 
State of Michigan since Proposal 3 passed on the State ballot in 2018.   They believe efforts are now 
taking place in Lansing to make it harder to vote – which is a fundamental right in the United States 
democracy.    They would like to see the Resolution coming before the Board tonight to be passed to 
allow all eligible voters full and fair access to obtaining and delivering a ballot. 
 
Presentation 
 
William “Bill” DeGroot made a presentation to the Board pertaining to his Master’s program work with 
the University of Colorado Denver on the ability to advocate for local residents on Federal projects.  His 
presentation detailed:   “Involvement from Rural Township Government on State or National 
Infrastructure Projects.”   Items highlighted: 

• How does the Township grow its voice with regards to the Line 5 issue – or any other issue 
specifically impacting the Township and its residents. 

• A Mixed Method research approach was used, including survey followed by interview protocol 
• 32 participants were surveyed with 25 being further analyzed 
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• In speaking with 7 U.P. Officials regarding how to address issues, they prefer to see items 

brought to their attention in the following order: 
o A locally approved / adopted Board Resolution 
o A copy of the Resolution and any additional information emailed to them directly 
o A telephone call to discuss the issue 

• The information should also be shared with other concerned parties. 
o For the Line 5 issue, information could be shared with the Michigan Governor’s office, 

the Michigan DNR, local and state representatives, and even Enbridge, Inc. 
• These tasks could be used for any major issue the Township might address. 

Mr. DeGroot thanked the Township for the opportunity to work with the Township Supervisor and 
Township Manager on this project. 

Old Business 
 

Negaunee Public Library Funding   No update. 
 
 
New Business 
 

Committee Appointments 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, 
approval was given to re-appoint Eugene Maki membership on the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
a three-year period ending 12/31/24.  Motion Carried. 
 
Board of Review  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, approval was 
given to re-appoint William Michelin and William Carlson to the Negaunee Township Board of 
Review for one-year period ending 12/31/22.  Motion Carried 
 
Brownfield Authority  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, approval 
was given to re-appoint Michael Lempinen and Gregory Johnson to the Negaunee Township 
Brownfield Authority for three-year period ending 12/31/24.  Motion Carried. 
 
Wellhead Protection Committee  Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Thyra 
Karlstrom, approval was given to re-appoint Steve Laine to the Negaunee Township Wellhead 
Protection Committee for a three-year period ending 12/31/24.  Motion Carried. 
 

Protecting Democracy and Promoting Ballot Access  Board members discussed voting in Michigan and 
the desire to insure the polls and ballots are easily accessible.  In addition, the Township supports policies 
which expand and protect equitable access to voting and that strengthen and sustain a robust election 
infrastructure.  Upon motion of Gary Wommer, seconded by Kathy Carlson, the following Resolution 
was adopted: 

 
Negaunee Township Board 

Resolution Protecting Democracy and Promoting Ballot Access 

WHEREAS, access to voting and participation in free, fair and secure elections is fundamental to 
our system of governance; and 
 
WHEREAS,  Michigan voters overwhelmingly supported amending the constitution to expand 
voting rights, make it easier to register and easier to vote and a majority of voters in Negaunee 
Township and 67% of the voters in Michigan voted Yes on Proposition 3 in 2018; and, 
 
WHEREAS, restricting voting rights and undermining the fair, nonpartisan administration of 
elections is harmful to all communities, but disproportionately impacts (already marginalized) 
voters of color, lower-income communities, the elderly, as well as disabled voters; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in recent months, state legislatures, including Michigan’s, have introduced dozens of 
bills that essentially restrict access to voting, make election administration and oversight less 
equitable and efficient, and undermine existing laws that maintain election security and ensure 
nonpartisan counting and certification of votes; and,  
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WHEREAS, Michigan’s established voter photo ID/affidavit requirement has proven effective 
and secure for 25 years and in the 2020 election only 11,400 Michiganders without ID (0.2 percent 
of voters) signed an affidavit under penalty of perjury to vote in person; and  
 
WHEREAS, elections in Michigan have been conducted safely and securely and without any 
significant fraud, up to and including the 2020 election, as the Senate Oversight Committee Report 
concluded; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Negaunee Township Board opposes legislation or other efforts that would 
restrict access to the ballot, undermine the nonpartisan, fair and efficient administration of 
elections, and restrict voting rights; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in 2021, the Secretary of State unveiled a legislative agenda that would improve 
access to voting whether early, absentee, or in-person; expedite absentee ballot processing; and 
make voting more convenient; and,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Negaunee Township Board of Trustees 
strongly support policies that expand and protect equitable access to voting and that strengthen and 
sustain a robust election infrastructure, including both material and human resources, and further 
resolve a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Secretary of State, the 
Governor’s Office, and members of the Upper Peninsula delegation to the Michigan State 
Legislature.  
 
 Aye:    Carlson, Karlstrom, Sertich & Wommer 
 Nay:  Moyle   (due to concern Resolution is partisan) 
 Motion Carried 
 

Michigan State Police – Water Service Connection Application & Permit   An application and permit 
for the Michigan State Police to add a 6” Fire Service at 180 US 41 in Negaunee Township was reviewed.  
The meter for the project is on backorder for approximately 16 weeks.  It was recommended the meter be 
ordered and a Purchase Order or email agreement be completed with the State Police acknowledging the 
equipment order and financial liability.   Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, seconded by Rachel Sertich, the 
Michigan State Police Water Service Connection Application & Permit was approved for a new 6” Fire 
Service, with the Permit to be issued when the project has been paid in full.  Motion Carried. 
 
Reports 
 

CCB Board   Meeting moved to 12/13/2021.    
 
Recreation Committee  Meeting moved to 12/13/2021. 
 
Fire Department Report   Fire Report dated December 9, 2021 was reviewed (Fire Chief was called out 
of the meeting prior to his report).   Highlights included 1) 25 calls for the month of November  (158 
runs year to date),  and 2) combined training covering equipment location and use of EMS packaging 
equipment.   
 
Water Report The Water Report dated November 2021 was reviewed by Water Department Supervisor 
Andy Hall.  Highlights included:   1) 12 Miss Digs and 1 emergency Miss Dig for the month, 2) hydrant 
flushing had been completed, 3) replaced the meter in the main building of the State Police Post, 4) 
aviation lights on water tower had been replaced, 5) completed cross connection reports, and 6) reviewed 
water meter and radio inventory.   
 
Clerk Report  Rachel Sertich, Clerk, noted: 1) annual training for the Clerk’s office was underway and 
to be completed prior to 12/31/21, and 2) no updated information had been received from the IRS 
pertaining to federal withholding taxes which had been paid on time in FY 2020 but earmarked for the 
incorrect quarter. 
 
Township Manager Report   Nick Leach provided the Township Manager update from his report dated 
12/6/2021.  Highlights included:   1) the first planning session for the Master Plan will be in March, 
2022, 2) the Miscellaneous Debris violations are under Court Order and continue to be in violation of 
said order with work being done with the attorney on scheduling a formal hearing for injunctive relief in 
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the coming weeks, 3)  Mr. Doney has been contacted by the Road Commission and ordered to remove 
the vehicles from the ROW for snow plowing purposes, 4) there are currently 50-60 recycle carts in the 
Township inventory, and 5) the MDARD Rural Development Grant for $100,000 to construct new 4 
season bathrooms in the vicinity of the new soccer field had been submitted – with letters of support 
from Rep. Cambensy, Senator McBroom and the Iron Ore Heritage Trail Authority.    Additional funding 
sources were also being reviewed. 
 
Assessor’s Report   Assessor Cameron Fuess was on hand to cover the activities in his office.  He noted:  
1) deed work has not slowed down (currently seeing deeds from early Fall), 2) he is working on land 
values & ECF – due in February, 2022, and 3) he has just about completed field work on new 
construction.   
 
Treasurer’s Report    Treasurer, Kathy Carlson, provided an update on her Department including;  1) 
Collection & Disbursement of 2021 Summer Taxes, 2) created and balanced 2021 Winter Tax Roll, 3) all 
2021 Winter Tax Bills issued and mailed out, and 4)  attended account review meeting with Incredible 
Bank Staff - 11/17/2021.  Total bank account balances of $4,063,674.64 as of 11/30/2021. 
  
Supervisor’s Report   Supervisor Wommer highlighted the following items:  1)  he has been in contact 
with Sheriff Zyburt regarding a part-time police presence in the Township – with perhaps a .5 millage on the 
November, 2022 to fund the position which would cost approximately $115,000 annually with the position 
also able to assist with Zoning Enforcement, 2) Delta County has been brought on board with the recycling 
at the landfill, with the State ultimately looking for an overall recycle rate of 30%, and 3) he is still working 
to contact Johnson Controls regarding gaining access to the controls for the Township’s HVAC system. 
 

Air Conditioning Unit – Gymnasium  Discussion was held regarding installing an air 
conditioning system in the gym.  In addition, concerns were noted about the lack of ability for 
Township personnel to regulate the buildings HVAC system.  t was noted due to improved 
ventilation the A/C cost may be a coverable expense for the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds which the Township had received.  Upon motion of Patrick Moyle, seconded by Rachel 
Sertich, approval was given for the Township to work with UP Engineers and Architects to prepare 
an RFP for installation of air conditioning in the Township Hall Gymnasium along with updating 
the HVAC controls for the Township to have full control of the settings for the heating and cooling 
systems.  Motion Carried.   
 

Road Projects  The Supervisor noted the Marquette County Road Commission is looking into future ways to 
determine the priority for road projects, including the possibility of a Committee to oversee the selection 
process.   
 
Advisory Trail Committee   Al Reynolds was in attendance and provided the following updates:  1) the Iron 
Ore Heritage Trail Authority had been award the grant for construction of a boardwalk, 2) the grant for the 
land purchase in Marquette Township and Negaunee Township had not been approved, and 3) discussions 
were still being held for a campground near the ice arena in the City of Negaunee which would be close to 
the Heritage Trail. 
 
Personnel Committee  Chairperson Sertich noted no meeting had been held. 
 

Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011 – Publicly Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act Board 
members discussed Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011and how it impacts the Township and the 
employees due to the costs the employees would be liable for and incur for insurance purposes. 
Upon motion of Kathy Carlson, seconded by Gary Wommer, approval was given for Negaunee 
Township to exempt itself from the requirements of Michigan Public Act 152 of 2011 (Publicly 
Funded Health Insurance Contribution Act) for the calendar year 2022 as allowed in Section 8 (1) 
of the Act. Motion Carried. 

Emergency Management Report   Books are up to date.     
 
Correspondence 
 

• Marquette County Medical Director 
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Public Comment  
 

• None  
 
Informational Items 
 

• 2022 Meeting Calendar  
• Rubbish Drop-off Cost Breakdown 
• Recycling Report 

 
Board Member / Township Manager Comments 

 
• Rachel Sertich wished everyone a Merry Christmas and safe and healthy New Year, as did Thyra 

Karlstrom and Kathy Carlson. 
 

• Nick Leach noted he will be out on paternity leave during the first quarter of 2022 and will be 
looking to do some advanced work on the budget process. 
 

• Gary Wommer noted with the increase in local COVID cases, everyone should consider getting 
vaccinated if they have not already done so. 

 
Next meeting 
 

The next regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 13, 2022, 
beginning at 5:30 p.m.    
 
Adjournment 
 

With no further business appearing and upon motion of Rachel Sertich, seconded by Thyra Karlstrom, the  
meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  Motion Carried 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Sertich 
Negaunee Township Clerk 
 



Check Date Bank Check App Vendor Vendor Name Amount

B/R SECURITY DEPOSIT ACCOUNT
12/28/2021 BRSCD 1024 AP MISC CHELSEA SICOTTE 200.00

Total of 1 Disbursements: 200.00

CAP IMPR BONDS CONSTUCTION FUND
12/21/2021 CIBCF 1030 AP 473 MQT CO ROAD COMMISSION 5,859.00

Total of 1 Disbursements: 5,859.00

GENERAL POOLED CASH
12/01/2021 GEN 399(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 2,398.25

12/01/2021 GEN 400(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 199.54

12/01/2021 GEN 401(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 72.57

12/01/2021 GEN 402(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 52.11

12/01/2021 GEN 403(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 494.95

12/01/2021 GEN 404(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 75.24

12/01/2021 GEN EFT238(E) PR EFTPS EFTPS 5,751.04

12/02/2021 GEN 4438 PR 01 STEVE R AYOTTE 92.35

12/02/2021 GEN DD903(A) PR 05 KATHLEEN A CARLSON 1,261.00

12/02/2021 GEN DD904(A) PR 25 THYRA W KARLSTROM 594.67

12/02/2021 GEN 4439 PR 41 CHRISTOPHER P LUNSETH 88.10

12/02/2021 GEN 4440 PR 44 JASON E MAKINEN 110.12

12/02/2021 GEN DD905(A) PR 48 PATRICK L MOYLE 550.63

12/02/2021 GEN 4441 PR 52 LINDA M OLSEN 55.41

12/02/2021 GEN 4442 PR 53 STEVEN R OLSEN 44.04

12/02/2021 GEN DD906(A) PR 54 LISA M PETERSEN 46.17

12/02/2021 GEN DD907(A) PR 100 EMILY D PONTIUS 96.91

12/02/2021 GEN 4443 PR 61 ALAN J REYNOLDS 66.07

12/02/2021 GEN DD908(A) PR 85 MICHAEL L RIVORD 88.10

12/02/2021 GEN DD909(A) PR 62 DALE ROGERS 68.10

12/02/2021 GEN DD910(A) PR 65 RACHEL R SERTICH 1,238.25

12/02/2021 GEN DD911(A) PR 70 JAMES S THAMS 44.05

12/02/2021 GEN DD912(A) PR 73 RUSSELL L WILLIAMS 124.68

12/02/2021 GEN DD913(A) PR 75 PAUL T WOLFSON 44.05

12/02/2021 GEN DD914(A) PR 76 GARY L WOMMER 1,322.83

12/02/2021 GEN DD915(A) PR 14 TIFFANY L FILBRANDT 1,242.47

12/02/2021 GEN DD916(A) PR 95 CAMERON FUESS 1,554.21

12/02/2021 GEN DD917(A) PR 15 ANDREW HALL 1,287.41

12/02/2021 GEN DD918(A) PR 105 KASEY HOLMAN 356.81

12/02/2021 GEN DD919(A) PR 21 ROBERT D JOHNSON 1,150.85

12/02/2021 GEN DD920(A) PR 24 LARRY S KALLIOINEN 594.44

12/02/2021 GEN DD921(A) PR 36 JACQUELINE R LAURILA 1,286.25

12/02/2021 GEN DD922(A) PR 37 NICHOLAS LEACH 1,819.56

12/02/2021 GEN DD923(A) PR 86 DYLAN J MATTHEWS 898.04

12/02/2021 GEN DD924(A) PR 90 ANGELA PARIS 1,016.45

12/02/2021 GEN DD925(A) PR 94 ANDREW M PRUSI 786.93

12/07/2021 GEN 405(E) AP 774 SEMCO ENERGY 193.37

12/07/2021 GEN 406(E) AP 774 SEMCO ENERGY 461.06

12/07/2021 GEN 407(E) AP 774 SEMCO ENERGY 80.82

12/07/2021 GEN 4444 AP 238 FAHEY SCHULTZ BURZYCH RHODES PLC 144.00

12/07/2021 GEN 4445 AP 303 GUARDIAN PEST CONTROL 68.36

12/07/2021 GEN 4446 AP 435 MARES-Z-DOATS 220.99

12/07/2021 GEN 4447 AP 484 MENARDS 92.07

12/07/2021 GEN 4448 AP 534 MIDWAY RENTALS & SALES 160.46

12/07/2021 GEN 4449 AP 553 MML WORKERS' COMP FUND 246.18

12/07/2021 GEN 4450 AP 560 MOYLE TRUCKING 1,453.75

12/07/2021 GEN 4451 AP 976 MQT CO SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 12,992.83

12/07/2021 GEN 4452 AP 624 NORTH COUNTRY DISPOSAL 8,380.28

12/07/2021 GEN 4453 AP 1018 PRIME SPECIALTY CONTRACTING LLC 289.14

12/07/2021 GEN 4454 AP 994 SOUTH SHORE CLEANING SERVICES LLC 268.75

12/07/2021 GEN 4455 AP 1024 WEX BANK 179.92

12/07/2021 GEN 4456 AP 1012 WI SCTF 228.61

12/08/2021 GEN 409(E) AP 108 CARDMEMBER SERVICE 310.03

12/14/2021 GEN 410(E) AP 108 CARDMEMBER SERVICE 4,770.90

12/14/2021 GEN 4457 AP 001 906 TECHNOLOGIES 1,038.25

NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP
CHECK DATE FROM 12/1/2021 - 12/31/2021
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Check Date Bank Check App Vendor Vendor Name Amount

NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP
CHECK DATE FROM 12/1/2021 - 12/31/2021

12/14/2021 GEN 4458 AP 107 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC 85.92

12/14/2021 GEN 4459 AP 127 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 395.41

12/14/2021 GEN 4460 AP 963 KCI 385.96

12/14/2021 GEN 4461 AP 404 LAMMI FIRE PROTECTION 67.00

12/14/2021 GEN 4462 AP 969 MARIN LAW FIRM PLLC 200.00

12/14/2021 GEN 4463 AP 484 MENARDS 43.73

12/14/2021 GEN 4464 AP 471 MQT CO HEALTH DEPT 45.50

12/14/2021 GEN 4465 AP MISC NICK LEACH 227.70

12/14/2021 GEN 4466 AP 1024 WEX BANK 105.26

12/15/2021 GEN EFT243(E) PR EFTPS EFTPS 4,102.01

12/15/2021 GEN EFT246(E) PR MERS MERS 5,763.20

 - MERS 457 CONT (EMPLOYEE ONLY) 583.04                

 - MERS DEF BENEFIT (EMPLOYEE) 1,218.47             

 - MERS DEF BENEFIT (EMPLOYER + ADD'L) 2,030.81             

 - MERS DEF CONT (EMPLOYEE) 477.48

 - MERS DEF CONT (EMPLOYER) 795.80                

 - MERS HCSP CONT (EMPLOYEE) 374.96                

 - MERS HCSP CONT (EMPLOYER) 282.64                

12/15/2021 GEN EFT247(E) PR OPTUM OPTUM 200.00

12/15/2021 GEN EFT248(E) PR STATE OF MI STATE OF MI 1,562.40

12/15/2021 GEN EFT249(E) PR VSP VSP 76.30

12/16/2021 GEN DD926(A) PR 14 TIFFANY L FILBRANDT 1,242.47

12/16/2021 GEN DD927(A) PR 95 CAMERON FUESS 1,554.21

12/16/2021 GEN DD928(A) PR 15 ANDREW HALL 1,392.16

12/16/2021 GEN DD929(A) PR 105 KASEY HOLMAN 336.97

12/16/2021 GEN DD930(A) PR 21 ROBERT D JOHNSON 1,080.63

12/16/2021 GEN DD931(A) PR 24 LARRY S KALLIOINEN 534.45

12/16/2021 GEN DD932(A) PR 36 JACQUELINE R LAURILA 1,286.24

12/16/2021 GEN DD933(A) PR 37 NICHOLAS LEACH 1,819.55

12/16/2021 GEN DD934(A) PR 86 DYLAN J MATTHEWS 858.50

12/16/2021 GEN DD935(A) PR 90 ANGELA PARIS 962.29

12/16/2021 GEN DD936(A) PR 94 ANDREW M PRUSI 810.38

12/21/2021 GEN 4467 AP 001 906 TECHNOLOGIES 438.22

12/21/2021 GEN 4468 AP 015 AFLAC 248.16

12/21/2021 GEN 4469 AP 075 BELL ROOFING COMPANY 98,000.00

12/21/2021 GEN 4470 AP 066 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD 6,674.23

12/21/2021 GEN 4471 AP 128 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS FIRE 121.49

12/21/2021 GEN 4472 AP MISC DIANA HETRICK 45.00

12/21/2021 GEN 4473 AP 303 GUARDIAN PEST CONTROL 68.36

12/21/2021 GEN 4474 AP 993 MI STATE FIREMANS ASSOCIATION 277.29

12/21/2021 GEN 4475 AP 534 MIDWAY RENTALS & SALES 55.88

12/21/2021 GEN 4476 AP 560 MOYLE TRUCKING 928.75

12/21/2021 GEN 4477 AP 1018 PRIME SPECIALTY CONTRACTING LLC 7,492.50

12/21/2021 GEN 4478 AP 882 UP ENGINEERS/ARCHITECTS 1,804.06

12/21/2021 GEN 4479 AP 074 UP HEALTH SYSTEM - BELL 599.00

12/21/2021 GEN 4480 AP 891 UPAWS 136.50

12/21/2021 GEN 4481 AP 1021 VERIZON 31.03

12/21/2021 GEN 4482 AP 1012 WI SCTF 228.61

12/22/2021 GEN 411(E) AP 897 UPPCO - UP POWER COMPANY 35.95

12/28/2021 GEN 4483 AP 918 NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP WATER DEPT 145.30

12/28/2021 GEN 4484 AP 780 SHERWIN WILLIAMS 691.44

12/28/2021 GEN 4485 AP 855 THE STANDARD 18.88

12/28/2021 GEN 4486 AP 880 UP HEALTH SYSTEM - MARQUETTE 180.00

12/28/2021 GEN 4487 AP 886 UP ODORITE 32.00

12/29/2021 GEN EFT244(E) PR EFTPS EFTPS 4,304.42

12/30/2021 GEN DD937(A) PR 14 TIFFANY L FILBRANDT 1,242.45

12/30/2021 GEN DD938(A) PR 95 CAMERON FUESS 1,554.20

12/30/2021 GEN DD939(A) PR 15 ANDREW HALL 1,395.21

12/30/2021 GEN DD940(A) PR 105 KASEY HOLMAN 427.83

12/30/2021 GEN DD941(A) PR 21 ROBERT D JOHNSON 1,216.26

12/30/2021 GEN DD942(A) PR 24 LARRY S KALLIOINEN 682.46

12/30/2021 GEN DD943(A) PR 36 JACQUELINE R LAURILA 1,286.23

12/30/2021 GEN DD944(A) PR 37 NICHOLAS LEACH 1,819.55

12/30/2021 GEN DD945(A) PR 86 DYLAN J MATTHEWS 1,036.11

12/30/2021 GEN DD946(A) PR 90 ANGELA PARIS 962.29
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Check Date Bank Check App Vendor Vendor Name Amount

NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP
CHECK DATE FROM 12/1/2021 - 12/31/2021

12/30/2021 GEN DD947(A) PR 94 ANDREW M PRUSI 846.69

Total of 114 Disbursements: 218,717.01

TAX COLLECTION
12/15/2021 TAX 2472 AP 338 IRON ORE HERITAGE TRAIL 5,282.89

12/15/2021 TAX 2473 AP 439 MARQUETTE ALGER RESA 1,743.47

12/15/2021 TAX 2474 AP 447 MARQUETTE COUNTY TREASURER 70,776.42

12/15/2021 TAX 2475 AP 603 NEGAUNEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 8,708.09

12/15/2021 TAX 2476 AP 977 NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP GF 182,005.46

12/15/2021 TAX 2477 AP 977 NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP GF 40,376.94

12/15/2021 TAX 2478 AP 607 NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP TREASURER 450.28

Total of 7 Disbursements: 309,343.55

TRUST & AGENCY
12/28/2021 TRAG 2444 AP 985 CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUNDS 2,337.22

12/28/2021 TRAG 2445 AP 607 NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP TREASURER 207,654.40

Total of 2 Disbursements: 209,991.62

WATER
12/01/2021 WATER 125(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 579.04

12/01/2021 WATER 126(E) AP 461 MQT BOARD OF LIGHT & POWER 58.00

12/07/2021 WATER 127(E) AP 774 SEMCO ENERGY 36.71

12/07/2021 WATER 128(E) AP 774 SEMCO ENERGY 72.54

12/07/2021 WATER 129(E) AP 774 SEMCO ENERGY 97.62

12/07/2021 WATER 8769 AP 989 BAY ELECTRIC 1,050.00

12/07/2021 WATER 8770 AP 548 MISS DIG 1,218.10

12/07/2021 WATER 8771 AP 553 MML WORKERS' COMP FUND 37.82

12/07/2021 WATER 8772 AP 1031 STGERMAIN SANDBLASTING 350.00

12/07/2021 WATER 8773 AP 1024 WEX BANK 169.19

12/14/2021 WATER 8774 AP 001 906 TECHNOLOGIES 105.25

12/14/2021 WATER 8775 AP 107 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC 17.18

12/14/2021 WATER 8776 AP 127 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 68.34

12/14/2021 WATER 8777 AP 534 MIDWAY RENTALS & SALES 119.96

12/21/2021 WATER 8778 AP 139 CITY OF MARQUETTE 25.00

12/21/2021 WATER 8779 AP 595 NEG TWP GF 10,309.63

12/21/2021 WATER 8780 AP 700 POSTMASTER 116.00

12/21/2021 WATER 8781 AP 1021 VERIZON 31.03

12/28/2021 WATER 8782 AP 1032 STATE OF MICHIGAN 70.00

12/28/2021 WATER 8783 AP 812 STATE OF MICHIGAN 70.00

Total of 20 Disbursements: 14,601.41

Report Total of 145 Disbursements: TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: 758,712.59

Page 3 of 3
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STATE OF MICHIGAN COUNTY OF MARQUETTE, TOWNSHIP OF NEGAUNEE 
ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE AND REGULATE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

MARIJUANA FACILITIES.                                                                         

Adopted: October 22nd, 2019  Effective: November 27th, 2019 

Section 1001. Purpose 

A. It is the intent of this ordinance to authorize the establishment of certain types of marijuana 
facilities in Negaunee Township and provide for the adoption of reasonable restrictions to 
protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the community at large; retain the 
character of neighborhoods; and mitigate potential impacts on surrounding properties and 
persons. It is also the intent of this ordinance to help defray administrative and enforcement 
costs associated with the operation of a marijuana facility in Negaunee Township through 
imposition of an annual, nonrefundable fee of not more than $5,000.00 on each marijuana 
facility licensee. Authority for the enactment of these provisions is set forth in the Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act MFLA (MFLA), MCL 333.27101 et seq and the Michigan 
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (MRTMA), Initiated Law 1 of 2018 MCL 
333.27951 et seq. 

B. Nothing in this ordinance is intended to grant immunity from criminal or civil prosecution, 
penalty, or sanction for the cultivation, manufacture, possession, use, sale, or distribution of 
marijuana, in any form, that is not in compliance with the Medical Marihuana Act (MMA), 
Initiated Law 1 of 2008, MCL 333.26421 et seq.; the  MFLA, MCL 333.27101 et seq.; the 
Marihuana Tracking Act(MTA), MCL 333.27901 et seq.; the MRTMA Initiated Law 1 of 
2018 MCL 333.27951 et seq.; and all other applicable rules promulgated by the state of 
Michigan. 

C. As of the effective date of this ordinance, marijuana remains classified as a Schedule 1 
controlled substance under the Federal Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. Sec. 801 et seq., 
which makes it unlawful to manufacture, distribute, or dispense marijuana, or possess 
marijuana with intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispense marijuana. Nothing in this 
ordinance is intended to grant immunity from any criminal prosecution under federal laws. 

Section 1002. Definitions 

A. Any term defined by the MMA, MCL 333.26421 et seq., shall have the definition given in the 
MMA. 

B. Any term defined by the MFLA, MCL 333.27101 et seq., shall have the definition given in 
the MFLA. 

C. Any term defined by the MTA, MCL 333.27901 et seq., shall have the definition given in the 
MTA. 
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D. Any term defined by the MRTMA, MCL 333.27901 et seq. shall have the definition given in 
the MRTMA 

E. "Grower" means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in this state that cultivates, 
dries, trims, or cures and packages marihuana for sale to a processor, provisioning center, or 
marihuana retailer. 

F. “Licensee” means a person holding a state operating license issued under the MFLA, MCL 
333.27101 et seq., the MTA, MCL 333.27901 et seq., or the MRTMA MCL 333.27901 et seq. 

G. "Marijuana" or “marihuana" means that term as defined in the Public Health Code, MCL 
333.1101 et seq.; the MMA, MCL 333.26421 et seq.; the MFLA, MCL 333.27101 et seq.; the 
Marihuana Tracking Act, MCL 333.27901 et seq; and the MRTMA, MCL 333.27901 et seq. 

H. “Marijuana facility or establishment” means an enterprise at a specific location at which a 
licensee is licensed to operate under the MFLA, MCL 333.27101 et seq., or the MRTMA, MCL 
333.27901 et seq. including a marijuana grower, marijuana processor, marijuana provisioning 
center, marihuana establishment, marijuana secure transporter, marijuana safety compliance 
facility, or any other type of marihuana-related business licensed by the State of Michigan. The 
term does not include or apply to a “primary caregiver” or “caregiver” as that term is defined in 
the MMA, MCL 333.26421 et seq. 

I. "Person" means an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, limited 
partnership, limited liability partnership, limited liability limited partnership, trust, or other legal 
entity. 

J. "Processor" means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in Michigan that purchases 
marihuana from a grower and that extracts resin from the marihuana or creates a marihuana-
infused product for sale and transfer in packaged form to a provisioning center or marihuana 
retailer. 

K. "Provisioning center" means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in Michigan that 
purchases marihuana from a grower or processor and sells, supplies, or provides marihuana to 
registered qualifying patients, directly or through the patients' registered primary caregivers. 
Provisioning center includes any commercial property where marihuana is sold at retail to 
registered qualifying patients or registered primary caregivers. A noncommercial location used 
by a primary caregiver to assist a qualifying patient connected to the caregiver in accordance 
with the MMA, MCL 333.26421 et seq., is not a provisioning center for purposes of this article. 

L. "Marihuana retailer" means a person licensed to obtain marihuana from marihuana 
establishments and to sell or otherwise transfer marihuana to marihuana establishments and to 
individuals who are 21 years of age or older.  

M. "Safety compliance facility" means a licensee that is a commercial entity that receives 
marihuana from a marihuana facility or registered primary caregiver, tests it for contaminants 
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and for tetrahydrocannabinol and other cannabinoids, returns the test results, and may return the 
marihuana to the marihuana facility. 

N. "Secure transporter" means a licensee that is a commercial entity located in this state that 
stores marihuana and transports marihuana between marihuana facilities for a fee. 

O. “Marihuana event organizer” means a person licensed to apply for a temporary marihuana 
event license under these rules. 

P. “Temporary marihuana event license” means a state license held by a marihuana event 
organizer for an event where the onsite sale or consumption of marihuana products, or both, are 
authorized at the location indicated on the state license during the dates indicated on the state 
license.  

Q. “Designated consumption establishment” means a commercial space that is licensed by the 
agency and authorized to permit adults 21 years of age and older to consume marihuana products 
at the location indicated on the state license. 

Section 1003. Authorization of Facilities and Fee 

A. The maximum number of each type of marijuana facility allowed in Negaunee Township 
shall be as follows. 

  Facility       Number 
Grower       15 
Processor        2 
Secure transporter      NO LIMIT 
Provisioning center/Marihuana retailer    2 
Safety compliance facility      NO LIMIT 
Marihuana microbusiness    NO ALLOWANCE 
Marihuana event organizer    NO ALLOWANCE 
Temporary marihuana event    NO ALLOWANCE 
Designated consumption establishment  NO ALLOWANCE 
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B. At least every 1 year after adoption of this ordinance, the Township Board shall review the 
maximum number of each type of marijuana facility allowed and determine whether this 
maximum number should be changed. The review and its findings shall be recorded in the 
minutes of the relevant meeting of the Township Board. 

C. A nonrefundable fee shall be paid by each marijuana facility licensed under this ordinance in 
an annual amount of not more than $5,000.00 as set by resolution of the Negaunee Township 
Board. 

Section 1004. Requirements and Procedure for Issuing License 

A. No person shall operate a marijuana facility in Negaunee Township without a valid marijuana 
facility license issued by Negaunee Township pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance. 

B. Every applicant for a license to operate a marijuana facility shall file an application in the 
Zoning Administrator’s Office upon a form provided by Negaunee Township.         
The application shall contain the following information: 
• Type of Application and type of license 
• Applicant Name, business name, phone number, email address, physical address, mailing 

address 
• Owner and manager information 
• Property information 
• Water and waste water information 
• Growing/processing byproducts plan 
• Business operations 
• Security information 
• Any other information Negaunee Township reasonably requests that is relevant to the 

processing or consideration of the application. 
• Applicants have a duty to supplement submitted applications if there are any changes in 

the relevant state law, any changes that would make the proposed township permit holder 
ineligible for a state license under the MMFLA and/or the MRTMA 

• Required fee 
 

C. Upon an applicant’s completion of the above-provided form and furnishing of all required 
information and documentation, the Zoning Administrator shall accept the application and 
assign it a sequential application number by facility type based on the date and time of 
acceptance. The Zoning Administrator shall act to approve or deny an application not later 
than fourteen (14) days from the date the application was accepted. If approved, the Zoning 
Administrator shall issue the applicant a provisional license and act to schedule a Public 
Hearing of the Planning Commission to review the Conditional Use Permit and all associated 
documents. 
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D. A provisional license means only that the applicant has submitted a valid application for a 
marijuana facility license, and the applicant shall not locate or operate a marijuana facility 
without obtaining all other permits and approvals required by all other applicable ordinances 
and regulations of Negaunee Township. A provisional license will lapse and be void if such 
permits and approvals are not diligently pursued to completion. 

E. Within fourteen (14) days from the applicant submitting proof of obtaining all other required 
permits and approvals and payment of the license fee, the Zoning Administrator shall 
approve or deny the marijuana facility license. The Zoning Administrator shall issue 
marijuana facility licenses in order of the sequential application number previously assigned. 

F. Maintaining a valid marijuana facility license issued by the state is a condition for the 
issuance and maintenance of a marijuana facility license under this ordinance and continued 
operation of any marijuana facility. The applicant is responsible for providing a copy of the 
valid license to Negaunee Township. 

G. A marijuana facility license issued under this ordinance is not transferable. 

Section 1005. License Renewal 

A. A marijuana facility license shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance, unless 
revoked as provided by law. 

B. A valid marijuana facility license may be renewed on an annual basis by submitting a 
renewal application upon a form provided by Negaunee Township and payment of the annual 
license fee. Application to renew a marijuana facility license shall be filed at least thirty (30) 
days prior to the date of its expiration. 

Section 1006. Applicability 

The provisions of this ordinance shall be applicable to all persons and facilities described 
herein, whether the operations or activities associated with a marijuana facility were 
established without authorization before the effective date of this ordinance. 

Section 1007. Penalties and Enforcement 

A. Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be responsible for a 
municipal civil infraction and subject to the payment of a civil fine of not more than $500.00, 
plus costs. Each day a violation of this Ordinance continues to exist constitutes a separate 
violation. A violator of this Ordinance shall also be subject to such additional sanctions, 
remedies and judicial orders as are authorized under Michigan law. 

B. A violation of this Ordinance is deemed to be a nuisance per se. In addition to any other 
remedy available at law, Negaunee Township may bring an action for an injunction or other 
process against a person to restrain, prevent, or abate any violation of this Ordinance. 
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C. This Ordinance shall be enforced and administered by the Ordinance Enforcement Officer, or 
such other township official as may be designated from time to time by resolution of the 
Township Board. 

Section 1008. Severability 

In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases or words of this Ordinance 
shall be found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect 
the validity or the enforceability of the remaining sections, provisions, phrases or words of 
this Ordinance. 

Section 1009. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall take effect in accordance with law. 
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4.3 SEVERE WEATHER  
If severe weather necessitates the closing of the Township Building and an employee is still required to 
work, the employee will receive compensatory time off for the hours worked during that same pay period. 
All other employees who are unable to work because the Township Building is closed will receive regular 
pay.  
If the Township Building is open during severe weather and an employee cannot make it to his/her work 
station, then the employee must either lose pay or choose to use comp time or paid time off. 

 

 

Gary and I are looking for clarification from the Board on when/how to determine that the office will be 
closed. We are recommending that the above section of the personnel policy be amended to include 
language give the Township Supervisor discretion on when to close the office. 
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RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 

Resolution of Support for change in the Open Meetings Act 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Open Meetings Act 267 of 1976 requires participants of public boards, 
commissions, and committees to participate in specific ways; and    

WHEREAS, a temporary change to the Act allowed for remote participation through video conference 
until December 31, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the need for a permanent addition of pandemic status needs to be included as remote 
participation within the Act; and   

WHEREAS, COVID-19 still remains a significant pandemic within our Nation, our State, our County, and 
our Township. 

Now therefore, be it resolved that, the Charter Township of Chocolay Board of Trustees, recommend to 
our State Legislators to permanently define video participation for pandemic reasons as a proper form 
of public meeting participation within the Act.  
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Township Meeting Options under the Open Meetings Act  

as of January 1, 2022 
 

 
Beginning January 1, 2022, a member of a public body can participate electronically in a meeting ONLY if that 
member is absent due to military duty. 

This is because the participation of a member of a public body (township board, planning commission, zoning 
board of appeals, board of review, election commission, etc.) is governed by the Open Meetings Act, which 
requires all members of a public body to be physically present at a meeting to be able to count toward a 
quorum, participate in discussion, “deliberate” or vote, unless they fall under the military duty exception. A 
previous, temporary exception allowing remote meetings or participation by members of a public body, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, has expired and is no longer lawful.  

Meetings of a Public Body Must be Held in Person Now: 
 

• All meetings of a township public body must be held physically, in person. 
 

• If a township public body wants to ALSO provide public electronic access to some or all of its meetings, it 
may do so. 
 

• A township public body must provide electronic access for a member of that public body to a meeting 
that is otherwise held in person if that member is absent due to participation in the military. 

 
Member of a Public Body at a Meeting of that Public Body: 

 
• The only way a member of a public body can participate (speak at all) in a meeting by electronic means 

is if that member of the public body is absent from the physical meeting due to their participation in 
the military. There are NO other options for a member of a public body to participate in (speak at) a 
meeting by electronic means.   
 

• All public bodies must “establish the following procedures to accommodate the absence of any 
member of the public body due to military duty [as the statute must be read now, this is the only 
option]: 

 
o Procedures by which the absent member may participate in, and vote on, business before the 

public body, including, but not limited to, procedures that provide for both of the following: 
 Two-way communication. 

 
 For each member of the public body attending the meeting remotely, a public 

announcement at the outset of the meeting by that member, to be included in the 
meeting minutes, that the member is in fact attending the meeting remotely. [A 



  
MICHIGAN TOWNSHIPS ASSOCIATION, JANUARY 6, 2022 2 

 

member participating remotely due to military duty is NOT required to further identify 
specifically the member's physical location by stating the county, city, township, or 
village and state from which he or she is attending the meeting remotely.] 
 

o Procedures by which the public is provided notice of the absence of the member and 
information about how to contact that member sufficiently in advance of a meeting of the 
public body to provide input on any business that will come before the public body. (MCL 
15.263) 
 

• Because MCL 15.263 has required all public bodies to establish procedures to accommodate a member 
who is absent due to military duty, there would be no reason to deny access to a member who is absent 
due to military duty. Even though the statute does not specifically say such a member must be 
accommodated, we believe that is the Legislature’s intent.  
 

• Prior to COVID, and now, we do believe that a member of a public body who is present at a physical, in-
person meeting of that public body, may leave the head table and go into the audience to speak during 
public comment (which is a political free speech opportunity), even on board business. Although not 
typical, because board members should be recognized to speak at appropriate points in the meeting 
agenda, occasionally a board member may wish to take this approach. But it does not change their 
ability to interact, because is it still lawfully “deliberating toward” board business with a quorum 
because they are still physically present in a meeting of their public body held in compliance with the 
OMA.  
 

• But if a member of a public body is NOT physically present and is NOT absent due to participation in the 
military, then the provisions of the OMA that govern electronic access to meetings apply and that 
member cannot participate in (speak at) the electronic meeting at all. This is because the OMA 
prohibits any member of a public body from participating a meeting of their public body via electronic 
means if they are NOT absent due to military participation. 

 
Anyone Else Attending a Meeting of a Public Body: 
 
The OMA’s provisions for and restrictions on electronic participation in a meeting of a public body affect the 
members of the public body. However, there is no limit in the OMA on providing electronic public access to 
persons other than members of the public body. This means that a public body could choose to provide 
electronic access to the public, and/or to township staff or consultants or other participants. 
 
A public body is not required to provide electronic access to the public or others (township attorney, other 
consultants, staff) BUT a public body may decide to provide electronic access at different levels to the public and 
others who are not members of the public body. So, a public body could have the township attorney, or 
manager, or department head, recording secretary, etc., “Zoom in” to participate on the agenda. 
 
The Open Meetings Act also provides that every meeting of public body must include one opportunity for public 
comment. And if a public body is holding a public hearing, the hearing must be conducted as an agenda item 
within a properly scheduled and noticed regular or special meeting of that public body. 

The OMA does not limit the ability of the public to participate electronically, during a public comment period or 
on the record during a public hearing IF the public body chooses to provide electronic meeting access to the 
public AND the public body has authorized electronic participation for public comment and/or public hearing 
purposes. 
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MTA believes that providing electronic meeting access to the public, including participating in public comment 
or on the record in a public hearing, is one way to provide public access, input and transparency.  

Note that no law currently requires a township public body to provide electronic meeting access to the public. 
The public is not legally entitled to be able to access a meeting of a public body via electronic means. If a 
meeting of a public body is being held physically, without any electronic access, the public body is not required 
to provide electronic access because a member of the public has asked them to. Even if a township board, for 
example, is accommodating the absence of a member due to their participation in the military to enable them to 
“Zoom in” to a board meeting, that does not mean the board is required to allow anyone or everyone else to do 
so, but it is also not prohibited by the OMA’s restrictions on the members of the public body. Also note that 
there is no mandated level of quality or utility for “electronic” meeting access.  
 
But, if a public body does choose to provide electronic meeting access for the public, that may encourage the 
public to attend and participate electronically, reducing some health concerns from having a large gathering. 
Note that all participants must be able to hear and be heard by a member of the board absent due to military 
participation and any member of the public participating electronically, in both the in-person and the electronic 
meeting spaces, so some form of microphone and speaker system must be provided in the in-person meeting 
space. 
 
The OMA prohibits turning any person away from an in-person meeting, including turning them away to 
require them to use electronic access (or for not wearing a mask), so even if a township does provide electronic 
access and/or participation to the public, it cannot turn anyone away from an in-person meeting unless that 
person is actually disrupting that meeting. But having electronic access and participation as an option might 
encourage more people to participate remotely.  

 
 

 
 

 



Negaunee Township Community Center Board Meeting 
Meeting Minutes  

December 13, 2021 

Meeting called to order: at 6:50pm by Russ Williams with 
Members present: 

Steve Olsen, Jason Makinen, Russ Williams, Dale Rogers


Members Absent: Mike Rivord, Steve Ayotte, Chris Lunseth 

Others present:  Andy Prusi, Aiden Prusi, Gary Wommer, Kasey Holman, Nick Leach


Additions/Approval of Agenda:   
Motion by Jason Makinen

Seconded by Steve Olsen

Roll call vote: Motion carries unanimously.


Approval of the November 1, 2021 meeting minutes:  
Motion by Dale Rogers

Seconded by Jason Makinen.

Roll call vote: Motion carries unanimously.


Approval of the November 2021 bills totaling $6,283.81:  
Motion by Jason Makinen.

Seconded by Dale Rogers.

Roll call vote: Motion carries unanimously.


Public Comment: Gary would like to talk about painting the gymnasium walls to match the 
color of the new bathrooms. 

Reports: 
Lead Maintenance Worker: 
-We had to call Johnson Controls to replace the VAV box in Gary’s office. Prime could not do it 
as it needed to be programmed by Johnson Controls.


-Progress is being made on the bathroom renovation.


-New rooftop HVAC is up and running. Works good.


-Prices for the 60” and 72” tables attached to packet.


Old Business: 
-New tables and chairs: Prices have changed for tables - still researching more prices for 
tables and chairs. 

-Bathrooms:  The crew ran into a set back with the vent fans not being connected, so the 
renovation is taking a little bit longer, but at this point the project is moving along.
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New Business: 
-Baseball Rental: Dale Rogers made a motion to table this until the next meeting, and to invite 
the gentleman requesting the rental to come and give the board more info about how the gym 
would be used. Steve Olsen seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Motion carried unanimously.


-Painting the Gymnasium: Gary and staff would like the gym to be painted to match the new 
bathrooms.  The board agreed that it would look nice.  Jason Makinen makes a motion for 
maintenance to order the paint for the gym.  Dale Rogers seconded the motion. Roll call vote: 
Motion carries unanimously.


Board Comments: None


Correspondance: None


Public Comment: Gary mentioned that he is waiting for a design and price from UPEA for the 
A/C for the gymnasium and they will remove the Johnson Controls equipment.


Informational: The next CCB meeting will be on Monday January 10, 2021 at 6pm.


Adjournment:  Motion by Jason Makinen to adjourn at 7:02pm, 

seconded by Dale Rogers.

Roll call vote: Motion carried unanimously.


Meeting minutes prepared by Emily Pontius.




Negaunee Township Fire/EMS 
           Monthly Report           
         January 13th 2022 

There were 18 calls for the month of December

Training was a combined training which was our 
annual CPR/AED training

Chief Jeff Kontio
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159 12/02/21 179 Neejee Rd Power Line Down
160 12/08/21 175 County Road ML Structure Fire - Mutual Aid
161 12/09/21 CR480/M35 Intersection Smoking Vehicle
162 12/16/21 87 Wilderness Road Tree on power line
163 12/16/21 Storm Response Power Lines/Trees Down
164 12/18/21 Front of 165 US 41 PI Accident
165 12/19/21 11 North Basin Dr EMS
166 12/19/21 151 Grimes Rd EMS
167 12/19/21 16 M 35 EMS
168 12/21/21 97 Midway Dr EMS
169 12/22/21 M-35 and US 41 PI Accident
170 12/22/21 197 Airport Circle EMS
171 12/23/21 101 Nardi Drive EMS
172 12/25/21 167 Hoist Road EMS
173 12/26/21 89 N Basin Dr EMS
174 12/26/21 125 Lake Breeze LN EMS
175 12/30/21 10 Morgan Meadows EMS
176 12/30/21 475 M-35 EMS



Water Report 

Dec – 2021 

• 4 miss digs and 1 emergency miss dig this month

• Finished putting up plow markers

• Finished our second round of checking fire hydrants

• Picked up and capped off hydrant number 78 after it had been hit and broken off

• We finished the MSP application and have received there hook up fee

• Put in the order for the MSP meter and fittings for their expansion project

• Shoveled out the fire hydrants that were covered in snow

• Completed our annual pumpage report for 2021 we had a 10.1% average on loss water

this year

• Started sorting through the water files to stay current on their retention times

• We had one shut off this month for lack of payment
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WATER PUMPAGE, LOST SOLD
2021 - 2022

MONTH WATER PUMPED WATER SOLD MISC USED TOTAL DIFFERENCE % LOST NOTES
Apr-21 2,030,000 1,497,830 28,000 504,170 24% est 28,000 Fd for 133 WBD/34,000 Let Run

May-21 2,273,000 1,715,760 125,700 431,540 19% 125,000 gal US 41 fire/700 gal Peterson let run credit per Twp Bd

Jun-21 2,960,000 2,433,180 0 526,820 18%
Jul-21 2,362,100 2,256,710 11,086 94,304 4% 1,086 stearns drilling/5,000 FD train/5,000 pressure test

Aug-21 2,109,000 2,187,760 -78,760 -4%
Sep-21 1,630,000 1,675,850 35,600 -81,450 -5% hydrant flushing

Oct-21 1,639,000 1,540,780 112,000 -13,780 -1% hydrant flushing

Nov-21 1,651,000 1,621,080 5,000 24,920 2% hydrant flushing

Dec-21 1,684,000 1,597,640 0 86,360 5%
Jan-22
Feb-22
Mar-22

18,338,100 16,526,590 317,386 1,494,124
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Memorandum 
To: Township Board 
Date: January 10, 2022 
From: Nick Leach, Manager 
RE: Monthly Report  
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Planning Commission 

• Public Hearing on an additional marihuana grow license for the old UPAWS 
building. The applicant is licensed through the State and looking to expand 
production.  
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
• Scheduled organizational meeting for January 27th and there will also be a 

dimensional variance hearing for the Wolfson Property on North Basin.  
 

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
• Scheduling organizational meeting 

 
Wellhead Protection Committee 

• Scheduling organizational meeting 
 

Ordinance Enforcement/Violations 
• Formal Hearing for Doney is scheduled for March 23rd.  
• We removed the final vehicle from the Cram property and they are now in 

compliance.  
 

Notes 
• I met with the Chair of the CCB to begin talks about preparing budget 

information. I am also working with the Water Dept. and trying to schedule 
with the Rec Comm. to get budgets organized.  

• Dates have been finalized for the Master Planning Sessions. March 9th at 
5:30pm will be a session for all Boards and Committees in Negaunee Township 
to come together and identify key topics.  



Negaunee Township 

Treasurer’s Monthly Report 

January13, 2021 

By: Kathy Carlson, Treasurer 

Building Bond – Nicolet Bank 

Current Debt Schedule: 

Principal Remaining - $166,000 - 5 ½ years to pay (2028) 

Interest - $18,661.25 

Interest Rate – 3.25% to 3.75% - increases   

Total Remaining - $184,661.25 

New Loan Proposal: 

Principal - $166,000 

Term – 5 years 

Interest Rate: $2.25% (fixed) 

Payment Options: 

Semi-annual Payments:  $17,645 

Total Interest Paid:  $10,444 (included in the payment amount) 

Total Payment Amount:  $175,450 

Annual Payments:  $35,475 

Total Interest Paid:  $11,372 (included in the payment amount) 

Total Payment Amount:  $177,375 

I would recommend that we refinance our Building Bond to the semi-annual 

payment option highlighted for a savings of $9,211.25 
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NEGAUNEE TOWNSHIP 
 42 M-35, Negaunee MI  49866 

906-475-7460 
TREASURER OFFICE 

Kathleen Carlson, Treasurer 

Tiffany Filbrandt, Deputy Treasurer 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
January 13, 2021 

Bank Accounts:  Balances on December 31, 2021 

Nicolet National Bank: 
0334-  General Fund Checking …………………. $   2,498,435.28 
1364-  Security Deposit ………………………… $   1,475.21 

Nicolet National Bank CD: 
1091-  Fire ……………………………………… $      210,710.25 

Maturity Date 03/25/2022 

Range Bank: 
0211-  Water Operations & Maintenance ………. $      106,983.36 
8504-  Combined Water Checking ……………… $      224,506.69 
9046-  Tax Checking ……………………………. $      584,043.10 
9075-  Trust and Agency Checking ……..……….. $       7,266.98 
0237-  Brownfield Checking ……………………. $      102,353.85 

Range Bank CD’s: 
0722-  Fire………………………………………… $        27,952.22 

Maturity Date 02/13/2022 

Incredible Bank: 
0437-  Pooled Savings Account……………….…… $      668,274.79 
9552-  Road Capital Improvement Project……….....$      242,127.32 
9511-  Road Improvement Debt Service……………$  322.76 

 TOTAL….$    4,674,451.81 

Interest Earned – Fiscal Year 2018 / 2019 - $44,086.68 
Interest Earned – Fiscal Year 2019 / 2020 - $46,561.96 
Interest Earned – Fiscal Year 2020 / 2021 - $13,091.20 
Interest Earned to Date – Fiscal Year 2021 / 2022 - $2,801.68 
Interest Earned – December, 2021 - $157.08 
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Board Members:  Don Britton, Chair; Glenn Johnson, Vice 
Chair/Secretary; Lauren Luce, Treasurer; Al Reynolds, Executive 
Committee At-large member; Jim Brennan, Dawn Hoffman, Larry 
Bussone, Bob Hendrickson, Nick Leach 

Staff:  Carol Fulsher 

  

2021 Overview 

2021 was supposed to go “back to normal” after the 
pandemic year of 2020.  However, while in-person 
events came back on line, there were also virtual 
options.  In-person board meetings started up again, 
but Zoom continued as well, projects started but 
supply issues delayed the finish time, and our new 
trailhead scheduled for 2021 is getting a late start due 
to staffing issues.  While we meander through this 
new world, we are grateful that our users are patient 
people, our trail is becoming much more popular, and 
we provided a mental health break for a lot of 
residents and visitors.  

Our biggest projects this year are in various stages of 
completion.   

• Negaunee’s Carp River Weather 

Shelter/Viewing Platform/Fishing Piers 

(done) 

The good news is that while a beaver family moved in 
and flooded the Carp River in Negaunee at the exact 
spot of our proposed weather shelter, Canadian 
National came to the rescue and broke open a dam 
under their r/r in time for construction.  

We built a weather shelter/wildlife viewing platform 
and three accessible fishing piers at the Carp River 
crossing in Negaunee. Some birders mentioned 
seeing the elusive American bittern and Alder 
flycatcher from this spot.  

 

Carp River Flooded Spring 2021, Negaunee 

New Weather Shelter and fishing pier @ Carp River,  Negaunee, 
Summer 2021 
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• Negaunee Township Weather Shelter with 

Steps to Pine Hill Pond (done) 

 

Further east along the trail in Negaunee Township, 
we built another weather shelter with steps down to 
the Pine Hill Pond, one of the most photographed 
areas of the trail.   

• Republic Trail Upgrade (done) 

Upgraded 2.5 miles of trail in Republic 
Township incl. two culvert extensions and 
bike path aggregate for total of $61k—
Reimbursed $10K from ORV Grant Funds 

• Negaunee’s New Jim Thomas Pavilion 

(done) 

Worked with City of Negaunee for 
new signage at Jim Thomas Pavilion 

 
Invested $35.5K in trail grading, new culverts, 

culvert extensions, Winthrop Junction 

widening 

• Negaunee Township Trailhead (Starting in 

December 2021 

Bid out project and awarded to Oberstar for 

$126K. Project includes clearing, paved 

parking, signage, lighting, vault toilet, bench, 

bike racks, and landscaping. Was awarded a 

$73,300 Recreation Passport Grant for this 

project. 

• 5 New Interpretive Signs + New Kiosk Maps 

(Done) 

Ten new kiosk maps printed and installed. 

Five new interpretive panels researched, 

written, designed and printed. Two at Cliffs 

Shaft Mine Museum, one at Howard Oil about 

Tilden Mine, and two for Lower Harbor 

Marquette about Coal and Energy  

New Steps Down to Pond and Weather Shelter 

Figure 

 1New Jim Thomas Pavilion and Signage 

Figure One of ten new kiosk “you are here” maps 

Coal and the Mining Range – placed near Lower Harbor Ore Dock 
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• 3 mile markers, 2 new benches, several trail 

cameras, and 40 new Trail Etiquette signs 

placed along trail (Done) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ishpeming Ski Club XC Ski 

Grooming Contract 

(Continuation) 

Continued xc ski trail grooming 

with Ishpeming Ski Club 

 

• General Maintenance 

(Done) 

Tree cutting, mowing, 

sweeping, brushing, culvert 

cleaning, gate repairs, new pedestrian/bike 

crossing signage and paint on Vandenboom and 

Stoneville Roads.  

 

• Preparations for 1137 linear feet of asphalt 

repair in 2022 and research into longer lasting 

asphalt/concrete repairs (2022 project) 

 Operations 
 

• Submitted Trust Fund Grant Request for 
acquisition of 176 acres in Marquette and 
Negaunee Townships abutting the trail and  
presented to MNRTF Board on Acquisition 
Grant (was not included in grant award this 
year) 

• Submitted Trust Fund grant request for 
boardwalk in Negaunee which will bring non-
motorized usage into the wetlands of east 
Negaunee (included in grant award funding 
list) 

• Working with City of Negaunee on long term 
lease of IOHRA property. Negaunee to build 
and operate a campground and trailhead 

• IOHRA leased property from Perkins 
Construction for us to build and manage 
ORV/horse trailer parking area 

• In-person municipal member updates 

• Preparation of 2022 millage renewal 

• Working with Sheriff’s Department on gate 
damage 

• Researching 5-mile extension to 
Lakenenland—route, funding, financials 

• Signed resolution for CUPPAD Build Back 
Better Grant  

• Developed 2022 Budget proposing $644,000 
in capital improvement projects 

• Awarded an ORV Grant of $48,665 for 2022 

• Managed 9 Adopt-A-Mile Groups for Trail 
Clean Up and Brushing 

 

 

 

 

Figure Tilden Mine at Howard Oil, Ishpeming 
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Marketing 

• Ribbon cutting for Republic trailhead 

opening 

TV 6 Story The town also opened a new welcome 

center where the Iron Ore Heritage Trail ends. “When 

{people} can get to either end of the trail and learn about 

how these communities grew and established, how they 

thrived, and how we’ve struggled,” McBroom said when 

talking about the Welcome Center, “I think that’s 

something really important to share our larger story with 

the rest of the world.” 

• Pure Michigan video interview and footage 

for their 2022 viewing on Pure Michigan 

social media platforms 

• Story on Gander Newsroom 

•  
MARQUETTE, Mich.—On these autumn days, Carol Fulsher can be 
found on her Cannondale mountain bike, framed against the 
backdrop of orange, red, and yellow speckled trees that crowd the 
banks of Lake Superior. The 47-mile trail she rides, paved at parts and 
packed in at others, follows along the route that used to transport 
iron by rail from the hills of Marquette County to the Lake Superior 
harbor, where it would be processed and shipped. On this now-
defunct industrial excursion, cyclists take in the Upper Peninsula’s 
natural beauty that conceals historic wealth. Now, Fulsher is the 
administrator of the Iron Ore Heritage Trail, which recalls the seismic 
significance of mining life in the Marquette iron range with exhibits 
and plaques. Along the route, not only do riders—of snowmobiles or 
bicycles, depending on the season—see the lakeshore, downtown 
Marquette, and the awestriking surrounding hills and nature, but 
they also take in the ride that used to fuel the economy of the Upper 
Peninsula. 

• Redesigned and printed new IOHT maps 
(cooperative project with Travel Marquette) 
and distributed over 1000 maps in 2021 

 

• Awarded the Society of Outdoor Travel 
Writer’s coveted Phoenix Award. The Phoenix 

Award recognizes destinations that have made 
exemplary efforts at environmental, cultural and/or 
historical conservation preservation and beautification of 
tourism sites. Winners are nominated by Travel Writers. 

• Featured on Healthier Michigan Facebook 
page 

 

• Ribbon cutting of weather shelters with 
media interviews 

 

• Met with Travel Marquette PR firm and 
reviewed our project 

• Hosted the following events:  Iron Range 
Roll, Marquette Marathon, Ishpeturkey Trot, 
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Marjigesick, Michigan Iron Industry’s Bike 
Tours

 

Figure 2MMarquette Marathon 

 

 

Figure 3Iron Range Roll 

• MEDIA MENTIONS/FEATURES 

• MLive “7 of Michigan’s State Park 
Trails. “This 47-mile multi-use interpretive trail 

crosses through the scenic and richly historic Marquette 
Iron Range, following mostly abandoned railroad 
corridors once used to shuttle lumber and iron ore to 
furnaces, forges and the Lake Superior Harbor. 
Recognized by the DNR and Pure Michigan as a Pure 
Michigan Designated Trail; nine trailheads make access 

easy.” 

• Travel Awaits  “How To Spend A Perfect Long 
Weekend In Beautiful Marquette, Michigan 
”Explore the Iron Ore Heritage Trail. The 47-mile Iron Ore 

Heritage Trail is an outdoor museum of sorts. It’s a year-round 
trail that spans the Marquette Iron Range. You can explore this 
interpretive trail in so many ways — hike, bike, cross-country 
ski, run, snowmobile, or use off-road vehicles (ORV.) It is an 
interpretive trail that includes signage telling the story of the 
role of the iron ore mining industry in Michigan and throughout 
the United States. 
 

 

• Leisure Group Travel 

 “Perhaps the most popular snowmobile trail is the 

45-mile-long Iron Ore Heritage Trail”  

• Northern Today Story  
“The final leg on the Iron Ore Heritage Trail from Ishpeming to 

Marquette was the best part. The temperature cooled off and we 

stopped a lot to take in the amazing scenery before we finished 

downtown by the ore dock and took a triumphant picture.”  

• USA Today 5 Midwest weekend 
Getaways “The Iron Ore Heritage Trail is a 47-mile 

waterfront trail that’s fun to ride, especially if you rent an e-
bike from West End Ski & Trail.  

• Curbfree with Cory Lee  The Iron Ore Heritage 
Trail and Marquette bike paths stretch for 47 miles and 35 
of those are wheelchair accessible. I didn’t roll the entire 
path (my wheelchair can’t go quite that far on a single 
charge), but I did roll some of it & had great views of Lake 
Superior!  

• MiBluemag.com April edition “ One favorite is the 

47-mile, multiuse Iron Ore Heritage Trail, with both pavement 
and crushed granite, that rolls along mostly abandoned railroad 
corridors once used to bring lumber to furnaces and forges, and 
iron ore to Marquette Harbor. Interpretive elements along the 
route showcase the region’s iron-mining history.” 

• Panethos.wordpress” Favorite 
Historic Trails to Hike or Bike” 
#1 Presented below are my eleven favorite 

“historic” hiking and biking trails that have 
been visited thus far in the United States. 
The Iron Ore Heritage Trail in Marquette 
County, Michigan is my personal favorite, 
though each of these trails are interesting in  
their own right. 
 

• Featured on Selective Potential Blog Post 

 

http://ironoreheritage.com/
http://ironoreheritage.com/
http://ironoreheritage.com/
https://www.westendtrail.com/articles/bike-rentals-pg191.htm
https://www.westendtrail.com/articles/bike-rentals-pg191.htm
https://www.westendtrail.com/
http://ironoreheritage.com/
http://ironoreheritage.com/
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	2.a_Marihuana Review
	STATE OF MICHIGAN COUNTY OF MARQUETTE, TOWNSHIP OF NEGAUNEE ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE AND REGULATE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MARIJUANA FACILITIES.
	Adopted: October 22nd, 2019  Effective: November 27th, 2019
	Section 1001. Purpose
	A. It is the intent of this ordinance to authorize the establishment of certain types of marijuana facilities in Negaunee Township and provide for the adoption of reasonable restrictions to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the...
	B. Nothing in this ordinance is intended to grant immunity from criminal or civil prosecution, penalty, or sanction for the cultivation, manufacture, possession, use, sale, or distribution of marijuana, in any form, that is not in compliance with the ...
	C. As of the effective date of this ordinance, marijuana remains classified as a Schedule 1 controlled substance under the Federal Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. Sec. 801 et seq., which makes it unlawful to manufacture, distribute, or dispense m...

	Section 1002. Definitions
	A. Any term defined by the MMA, MCL 333.26421 et seq., shall have the definition given in the MMA.
	B. Any term defined by the MFLA, MCL 333.27101 et seq., shall have the definition given in the MFLA.
	C. Any term defined by the MTA, MCL 333.27901 et seq., shall have the definition given in the MTA.

	Section 1003. Authorization of Facilities and Fee
	A. The maximum number of each type of marijuana facility allowed in Negaunee Township shall be as follows.
	B. At least every 1 year after adoption of this ordinance, the Township Board shall review the maximum number of each type of marijuana facility allowed and determine whether this maximum number should be changed. The review and its findings shall be ...
	C. A nonrefundable fee shall be paid by each marijuana facility licensed under this ordinance in an annual amount of not more than $5,000.00 as set by resolution of the Negaunee Township Board.

	Section 1004. Requirements and Procedure for Issuing License
	A. No person shall operate a marijuana facility in Negaunee Township without a valid marijuana facility license issued by Negaunee Township pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance.
	B. Every applicant for a license to operate a marijuana facility shall file an application in the Zoning Administrator’s Office upon a form provided by Negaunee Township.         The application shall contain the following information:
	C. This Ordinance shall be enforced and administered by the Ordinance Enforcement Officer, or such other township official as may be designated from time to time by resolution of the Township Board.

	Section 1008. Severability
	In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases or words of this Ordinance shall be found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect the validity or the enforceability of the remaining sections, p...

	Section 1009. Effective Date
	This Ordinance shall take effect in accordance with law.
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